VOL XLVII NO. 51 


SENTENCED TO HANG 


On last Friday afternoon in the 
circuit court of Pocahontas county 
Theodore Carr was found guilty of 
niurcler in the first degree, for the 
killing of Lock Sharp, near Edrav, on 
October 30. 1928. 

On Monday morning Judge Sum¬ 
mers H. Sharp sentenced him to be 
hung on Friday, June 14, 1929. 

At the time Carr shot and killed 
Sharp he also killed his third wife, 
Mrs. Lydia Houdyshell Carr, and 
shot at his step-son, Thilbert Houdy¬ 
shell. 

The killing grew out of trouble over 
a land suit in which Sharp was pur¬ 
chasing a tract of land from Mrs. 
Carr. The killing took place in a 
field near Warwick. Squire Uriah 
Bird was an eye witness of the trage¬ 
dy. 

The trial began on Thursday morn¬ 
ing. The case went to the jury at 
noon on Friday. The jury returned 
a verdict of guilty of murder in the 
iirst degree. In pronouncing the 
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first degree. In pronouncing the 
sentence, Judge Sharp said: 


f*plevtdi< uy 

Mrs. SSI 


“Theodore Carr, you will stand up. ! 
I>o you know of anything to say for ! 
yourself why t.he judgment of' the I 
Court should not he pronounced a-1 
gainst you at this time? 

(No response) 

“You have been found guilty by a j 
jury of your peers of first degree 
murder and they not having seen tit 
to make recommendation to this 
Court, consequently, there is nothing 
for the Court to do but carry out the 
extreme penalty of the law. 

‘’You have been found guilt} o one 
the highest offenses known to the 
law, that of taking the life of your 
fellowman without justification, or 
excuse. I doubt whether the crimi¬ 
nal annals of this County will disclose 
a more brutal homicide than this 
with which you have been charged 
and convicted. The evidence dis¬ 
closes that without any provocation. 
I might say. on the date of this 
felony charged, you armed yourseli 
with a gun. evidently knowing these 
folks were over there running oit this 
piece of land, you go over there and 
without giving Lock Sharp warning 
and without giving him a chance you 
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^ ou have been found guilt) o oriel the hos| 
Hu' highest, offenses known to the I this wei 
law, that ol taking tlfe life of your I 
fellowm;tn witliout justification, or 
excuse. I doubt wlietlier the crinii- One i 
nal annals of this County will disclose alone i 
a more brutal homicide than this tire, tn 
with which you have been charged oui'lt \ 
and convicted. The evidence dis- around 
closes that without any provocation, the see 
] might say, on the date of this filled v 
felony charged, you armed yourself took di 
with a gun, evidently knowing these page d 
folks were over there running oit tins years, 
piece of land, you go over there and ‘ li [ . 
without giving Lock Sharp warning glance 
and without giving him a chance you doing 
deliberately and willfully shot him mess 
and took his life and then, killed your ever s 
wife. While you were not convicted have i 
of that, yet the evidence show's aftei Uious 
shooting at your step son, Thilbert tentei 
Howdyshell, two or three times, you oppor 
saw your wife who had sought refuge glean 
in flight and you pursued her and gathe 
then evidently shot her as she ran, mere] 
wounding her, and she saw. she could bourn 
not escape, and she turned to plead ends 
with you not to take her life and you fiddle 
tired the shot that took her life and men; 

you extended to her no moivv- apd I 



lor that.- reason I presume the jury ^reen populist: 
has extended to you no mercy. I\>s- pm, oll ^ ^he \ 
sibly you had been brooding over conductors ai 
your domest ic troubles, letting the horse traders 
matter grow on you and cultivating Republicans, 
it , you decided to do something des- i Whigs, and t' 
perate. I can’t imagine a person men. Rut t 
letting a thing getaway with him proud .to say, 
like you probably did in this case. here. Their 
In pursuance of the verdict of the sure they wo 
jury and in obedience to law, it is the year. 1 ref< 
judgment of this Court that upon the human or be 
rising of this Court you be taken the world, w 
from the jail of this County to the he can feast 
penitentiary of this State which is nocetvt girl, 
located in the City of Moundsville, warmest of 
County of Marshall and there con lined never atone, 
until the 14th day of June, 1929, on a nd advised 
which date within the walls of the hell of his < 
penitentiary of this State you will be ift, an asbest 
hung by the neck until dead. From book back ( 
this time forward the time will bear *1 may be a 
heavily with you in the solitude of RG t some 
your abode and t he only admonition Work and 1 
or exhortation l can give you would 
be that you loot to the God above, 
the Prince of Peace for peace of mind nrp < 
and comfort of soul. You are re¬ 
manded to jail.” Frank, V 
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( arr is fifty years of age. lie is a 

son of the late Peter Carr, of Clawson 

, ; is the father of a number of 
children. 
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VOL XLVII NO. H 


SENTENCED TO MM \ 

On Jast Friday afternoon in t\\e\ 
circuit court ol Pocahontas county, 
Theodore Carr was found, guilty of \ 
murder in the first degree, for t\ie\ NVa 
killing of Lock Sharp, near Fdray. on \ o „ 
October 30, 1928. ' \ 

On Monday morning Judge Slim-\ 
mers II. Sharp sentenced hhntobey^ 
hung on Friday, June 14, 1929. y 

At the time Carr shot and tolled \ 
Sharp he also killed his third wife,! 
Mrs. Lydia Iloudysheil Carr, and 
shut at ids step-son, Thilbert Iloudy- 
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have just read a story in tne\ 

rlestoa Gazette of a wondetfvin 

that the “Chief” had paid *20 
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Eubank conducted 


Alienists Observe 

Theodore Carr 


Examination Made at Re¬ 
quest of Governor; No 
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Report Yet Given Out 

Tv/o alienist* visited the death 
house at the state penitentiary, 
Moundffville, yesterday to observe 
Theodore Carr, condemned to hang 
Friday night. They were Dr. L. W. 
Guthrie of Huntington, and Dr. J. G. 
Pettitt, of Terra Alta, who went at 
the request of Governor William G. 
Conley. They are expected to report 
today or tomorrow on the prisoner's 
mental condition. A petition for 
clemency is pending before the gov 

ernor. 

✓ 

Acccording to a dispatch in a 
Wheeling newspaper, since entering 
the death house Friday night, Carr's 
condition has appeared to grow 
worse. He is broken both physically 
and mentally, and moans and weeps 
day and night. He scarcely touches 
his food. Lately, the dispatch Bays, 
he has been complaining of a pain in 
the back of hi* head. Should he con¬ 
tinue to lose strength, prison official* 
fear it may be necessary to carry 
him to the scaffold. 

Spanish War Vets To 
Meet in Parkersburg 

The annual state encampment of 
the United Spanish American War 
Veterans will be held in Parkersburg 
... iut.* 24 and 25. Colonel L*e 
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Alienists Observe 

Theodore Carr 

Examination Made at Re¬ 
quest of Governor; No 
Report Yet Given Out' 

Two alienists visited the death 
house at the state penitentiary, 
Moundsville, yesterday to observe 
Theodore Carr, condemned to hang 
Friday night. They were Dr. L. W. 
Guthrie of Huntington, and Dr. J. G. 
Pettitt, of Terra Alta, who went at 
the request ot Governor W illiam G. 
Conley. They are expected to report 
today or tomorrow on the prisoner's 
mental condition. A petition for 
clemency is pending before the gov 
ernor. 

Acccording to a dispatch in- a 
Wheeling newspaper, since entering 
the death house Friday night, Carr's 
condition has appeared to grow 
worse. He is broken both physically 
and mentally, and moans and weeps 
day and night. He scarcely touches 
his food. Lately, the dispatch says, 
he has been complaining of a pain in 
the back of his head. Should he con¬ 
tinue to lose strength, prison officials 
fear it may be necessary to carry 
him to the scaffold. 
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VOL XLVII NO. 31 


SENTENCED TO HANG 


On last Friday afternoon in the 
circuit court of Pocahontas county, 
Theodore Cair was found guilty of 

murder in the first degree, for the 
kilhng of Lock Sharp, near Edray. on 
October 30, 1928. 

m *K n n M< S dar m0rning J u‘lfre Sum¬ 
mers H. Sharp sentenced him to be 

hung on Friday, June 14. 1929. 

At the time Carr shot and’ killed 

^liarp he also killed his third wife. 

Mrs Lydia Houdyshell Carr, and 

shell ^ h,SStep ' son > Tlli| bert Houdy- 

The killing grew out of trouble over 
and suit in which Sharp was pur- 

Carr'" 8 ™ ° f land ,rom Mrs - 

field took plac « >•* a 

Bhd T Warwick ' Squire Uriah 
Bit a was an eye witness of the trage- 

irl J he ' rial l -*Han on Thursday morn- 
the case went to the jury at 

a v»rrii<!+ V aa> - Ihe jury returned 
» !, ct <jf guilty of murder in the 
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noon on Friday. The jurv returned 
a verdict of guilty of murder in the 
lirst degree. In pronouncing the 
sentence, Judge Sharp said: 

“Theodore Carr, you will stand up. 
I)o you know of anything to say for 
yourself why the judgment of the! 
Court should not be pronounced a- 
gainst you at this time? 

(No response) 

’'You have been found guilty by a 
jury of your peers of lirst degree 
murder and they not having seen tit 
to make recommendation to this 
Court, consequently, there is nothing 
for the Court to do but carry out the 
extreme penalty of the law. 

^ ou have been found guilt} o one 
the highest offenses known to the 
law, that of taking the life of your 
lellowman without justification, or 
excuse. J doubt whether the crimi¬ 
nal annals of this County will disclose 
a more brutal homicide than this 

1 . 1 you have been charged 

and convicted. The evidence dis- 
oses that without any provocation. 


a more brutal homicide than this 
with which you lrave been charged 
and convicted. The evidence dis¬ 
closes that without any provocation 
1 might say, on the date of this 
felony charged, you armed yourself 
with a gun, evidently knowing these 
folks were over there running ort this 
piece of land, you go over there and 
without giving Lock Sharp warning 
and without giving him a chance you 
deliberate!} and willfully shot him 
and took his life and then, killed your 
wife. While you were not convicted 
of that, yet the evidence shows after 
shooting at your step son, Thilbert 
Howdyshell, two or three times, you 
saw your wile who had sought refuge 
in flight and you pursued her and 
then evidently shot her as she ran, 
wounding her, and she saw she could 

w!in e ‘ SCape ’ and sl,e turned to plead 
* 5r , t \ ou n(, t to take her life and you 

von s *°t that took her life and 

oxtende<L l( \ htyy^^inr'ivv :irul+ 






penitentiary <>i tins State which is 
located in t he City of Moundsville, 
County of Marshall and there confined 
until the 14th day of June, 1929, on 
which date within the walls of the 
penitentiary of this State you will be 
hung by the neck until dead. From 
this time forward the time will bear 


heavily with you > in the solitude of 
your abode and the only admonitior 
or exhortation I can give you woulc 
be that you loo£ to the God above 
the Prince of Peace for peace of mint 
and comfort of soul. You are re 


manded to jail.” 


Carr is fifty years of age. He is 
son of the late Peter Carr, of Clawso 
He is the fattier of a number e 
children. 
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Teachers’ drafts are still being he 
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| Th ^ odore Carr Pa y s Penalty Friday; 
Faces Gallows With Steady Nerve 


‘ATE MEDICAL EXAMS l vu. . 

TO HE IIEI I) III. v Iheodore < arr wan hanged at. the 

B* HELD JULY 9 101 state prison. Friday. June I 1, for the 


kfrdiml examination! for those 
i desire to practice medicine in 
it Virginia will held in Mart 
wnr July 9. loth, it W||M Mn 


I (lying of Lock Sharp on October HO. 
*•» ‘’onlriiHi to demeanor while 
* M l *"‘ ‘hath house, when he appear, 
•d unnerved, he walked coolly to the 


.•" ** ‘win. it was an veu. ne walKed coolly to the 

fi. ed today by Or. W. T. lien I *"Hows and payed the penalty. The 
r. state health commissioner. j Imp was spruiif at X :/»K and he was 
P ub ^ c Health Council, the II | l >ron '» ,, nccd dead nine and one half 


n * hoar <‘ »f the State, will also 
view all doctors who desire li 
through reciprocity. 


HANKERS MEET 

r 200 bankers, from all parts 
»t Virginia attended the annual 
Hion of the State Hankers As- 
)n held in Blucfiold Thursday. 
•'Jeming, of Grafton, presided 
meeting. None of the local 
l attended. 


uni 


WEDDING 

the 18Ui, at 


•ninutes later. 

"Coodbyo” was the last word ut. 
tered when ask if he had any state 
'»ent to make before the trap was 
prung. He had been praying 
throughout the day with Rev. W. C. 
Nerold, prison chaplin, who aecooi 
paniod him on his death walk. He 
walked the fifteen feet from the 
death coll to the execution chamber 
unassisted. 

The body was claimed by his son, 
Cecil Carr, and was shipped to Claw 
son. this county Sunday. The funor 
a I was held Monday afternoon by 


. __ he Marlin., . - ^ 

hodist parsonage Isaac Frank j ^ < ’ v, K. V. ilowen, pastor of the Alar 
k and II e'en Dorothy Curry | 1,Mlon Presbyterian Church. 

At the invitation of Warden L. M. 
Robinson, twenty persons were pres 
(ml hut none witnessed the execution. 

The condemned man’s last hours 
were spent with his son, two brothers 
and the prison chaplin. 

Carr had been pronounced sane 


>thy Curry 
allied by Rev. S. R. Neel, 
ung people are residents of 
x community. 


uth Cunningham, of Elkins, 
n* guest of Miss Beryl Mar 


after an examination Wednesday by 
l>r. L. V. Guthrie, superintendent 
Huntington state hospital. In his re 
port the Ur. said. ’Ci-.-r is somewhat 
depressed hut he is not insane and 
understands the nulurc and quality of 
bin acts ami the difference between 
right and wrong. 

Appeals from the decision of the 
Pocahontas county court were denied 
by the state supreme court and a pe¬ 
tition for executive clemency was de. 
nied by Governor Wm. G. Conley. 

The shooting occurred on the Carr 
property. Carr hud become involved 
in financial difficulties and had also 
become separated from his wife. 
The property had been sold under 
court order and had been bid in by 
the wife although the sale yet re. 
quired confirmation by the court. 
Mrs. Carr, Sharp, her son and Uriah 
Bird, a surveyor, were on the farm 
for the purpose of laying out a tract 
the woman had contracted to sell to 
Sharp when Carr appeared armed 
with a shot gun. 

Without a word, the evidence 

showed, Carr went close to Sharp 

• 

who was driving a stake in the 
ground and shot him through the 
heart. Young Howdyshell started to 
(Continued on page eight) 


THEODORE S. CARR PAYS 

PENALTY WITH OWN LIFE 


tes 
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! (Continued from page one) Hilfel 
run and two shots were fired at him, June, 

ung 

both missing. Still without a word score, 

i6W I 

r hite ^ arr turned around and started up d 15001 
e • . the hill toward his boarding house. 
•nino- ^ the same time Mrs. Carr began 
Each 1 rurm i n g away in an opposite direc- Ku> 
, ea t e |tion and this attracted Carr’s atten- r-' - 
Peo- I ^ on * He pursued her and Mrs. Carr “ t 
stopped and awaited her husbandis ^ 
ouncil a PP r °ach. They had a few "*or 
•hodes ant * the shot gun again became a1 ' 1 ^ 

indent stru ment of death. Leaving the 0 • . Jy: . f 
>e m,r °f his v/ir„ iVld Carr wa^ . 


Peo 


>e our of his wife in the field Carr “ t j , t 

rested a P the hill meeting his daugM* 

People the way. She asked about ^ - 

'tunity Mother. 
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A luiujiuittry insanity tio 

Temporary insanity resulting f rom 

tv Goodins over his financial and mari. ed ilTuntin 
n ; tal troubles formed the basis of Thy wore 
g Carr s defense. Ilis attorneys con. Mayo Beard 
tended that Carr became obsessed Before retar: 
lur idea that Sharp was en- to visit Mr. £ 

couraging his wife in her actions to- who were for 
ward him and that the two of them boro, 
j were manufacturing liquor on the •lin and - 1 
Carr farm during Carr’s absence at visiting at th 
JL * nterva i s in the lumber camps. Pre- P a ^ uS ’ , r V 
nia 7° US to tbe day of the double tragedy ‘‘v- jJL 

ight troodi 6 WitneSSfes testified Carr / n ^ June 16. 

and oL t ° Ver hlS troubles waS f Mr. and Mi 
quently found crying and acting >" Hillsboro 

^ showed™!? P6CUiiar manner ” t a d n e h«» ieofMr ' 

Be H, pre . e/ ery evidence of great ^ Su „duy after 
q a ' 10n . and temporary insanity j[iss £ u j a 
Sent had 7 a ' nta * ne d a t the trial that 1<? fora f< 
1 ° ne hired Z recoll ection of what tranH^, is a Btu 
bri in 8 houl? the time left the boajjUnless Col 

Sx .rs *•«»■ ho - h 

ed to ... Ca ^ vr„ a ^/eturn trip. B- 
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pression and temporary inHanit-**' ‘ ! f 

VT .. •» .ho trial SLffcTw 

Kad no rec oUection of what tram, J*" for * 
m the time he left the hir,,. : 


truuci null or what trans- 
~ from tlu ' time he left the hoard !h is s 

to bring fl g ,° Use Un **' the lime he met his/Businer* 
Ht three da p ghtGr on the return trip. 
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w ;; i : r Was indicted February U,l VEAI 
convi^^ t0 triaI 0,1 March 14 and i Kashin 
lir«t <i ° f ° n following' day ofM ’'g r<> 
■”<,n<lati„ r n M f„ mUrder witl, " ut reoom-fbo-ynoti 
m« s H Sh r mercy - J “d«« Sum * 'ferjeu 
ho hanaeil sc,l ‘<,ncing Carr toj* va,lahk 

of ‘he * d rev '™od briefly the ftad V«! lc " f 
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lock Sharp, at the 
< arr farm a mile east of Edray, on < 
(he Clover Lick Iioad. Carr also shot j i 
two or three times at his step son ( 
Thilbert Jloudysliell. lie got some I 
small shot in his leg, but is not much ! 

hurt. Squire Uriah Bird witnessed h 
the killing. Carr is in jail. v 

Mrs. ( arr, Lock Sharp and Squire 1 
Bird and young Ifoudyshell were en- I 
gaged in surveying some land at War- j i 
wick, which Sharp was preparing to s 
bl, y from his sister-in-law Mrs. Carr. ! ; 
About four o’clock just as the 11 
last stakes were being set, Theodore 
i arr came up, and without a word to , 
anyone shot Sharp dead: the charge 
from a sixteen guage shot gun strik- 
ng ,,,n be,ow the heart. He then i 

turned the gun on Thilbert Houdv- 

>heH. shooting at him two or three | 
ftrkWl^-hat off and wound 

behind* 1 "S” ' ,n U,e l «** •« 

I;.,'".'! • Then (a it 


sh«.t i» i.i ■ , — J v arr 

< rr I t Wl , ru sl *e»as making 
turn .. | k , k " r1 hand. She 

mere? lild’r. W ? r<l h,m -“«**"* t..i 

ll "' I" I hi' InvaM 
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^pinions gathers head.” 
f 11 XiV( * quotations need no com 


